JIEJAH AHTHh* UDC: 355.47/.49:356(497.11) 
Dun030cku PakylITeT IIpernequn pay 
Huw IIpumsbeu: 22.03.2021 
OnoOpen: 27.04.2021 

Crpana: 233-244 

DOI: 10.51738/Kpolisa2021.18.2r.3.03 


OTKPHBAIbDE CIIOMEH KOCTYPHHHE Y 
CYPIYJIMIM 1924. TOJMHE™ 


Caxerak: I[usb ucTpaxKuBara jecTe peKOHcTpykiMja Worahaja KojH cy 
oOeexKHIM UHH OTKPHBaka UM OCBeLITaHa CroMeH-Kaniele y Cypaynuun 24. 
aprycta 1924. roquue. 300r HeyocTaTKa IIpHMapHUX HCTOpHjCKUX H3BOpa 4MjH 
je HecTaHak JMpekKTHa MociequWa MOHOBJbeHe OyrapcKe oxynuuje y Jpyrom 
CBeTCKOM paTy, [MTawe v3rpaqie MW OTKpHBawa cypyzyuuKe CromMeH- 
KOCTypHule Kao CHMOosIa cTpafara cpricKkor jyra (1915-1918) y ucropuorpa- 
(buju Huje WeTaybHO OOpaheno. KpuTHykoM aHasIv30M TeKCTOBa Yy CpIICKHM JIHe- 
BHHM HoBHHamMa Bpeme, [Ipaeda, Honaumuxa u Oyrapcxum Mup u IIpanopey 
HacTojasIM CMO Ja pacBeTJIMMO HCTOpHjcKe HeMoO3HaHulle O HaBeeHOM TIMTaby. 
UctpaxnBate CMO ClipoBesiM Ha Kopilycy wWiTamme myOmMkoBaHe of 23. Wo 29. 
aprycta 1924. Jequnnila aHas3e Ono je CBaKH MOjeqMHadHH TeCKCT KOjH 3a TeMy 
Ma OTKpHBatbe CiOMeH-KOCTYypHUlle, KaO HM CBeOUeHba CaBPeMeHHKa O jeHOM 
oy HajBehux OyrapcKux 3104nHa IIpBor cBetckor pata. Y pally cy mpeycTaBJbe- 
He 4HHeHHe O Mpulpemama JIoKasIHuX HM WpxKaBHHX BACTH 3a CypyyMuKy 
epemonnyjy. TekcT OHOCH MU TowaTKe O 3BaHHIaMa, KOHAYHOM U3rsiey cio- 
MeH-OOjeKTa, IIpeHocy MOCMpTHHX OCTaTaka CYPAYJIMYKUX %KpTaBa v3 IIpHBpe- 
MeHe KpuliTe y HoBon3srpaheny Cnomen-rpoOuuuy, a mpoctop je WaT u mpeycta- 
BJbarwby JOMahux MeWjCKMX Hariica 0 OyrapcKHM 3/10 ,esIMMa. 

Kupyune pean: Cromen-KoctTypHuia, Cyprynuia, Oyrapcka oKynayyja, 
witamia, IIpBu cBeTCKH pat. 
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YBOAHO pa3sMaTparwe 


300r HeMoryhHocTu a mpyxH e*uKacaH OTMOp BUMIeCTpyKO OpojHujHM 
cHarama [leHTpasIHHux cua KOje cy Hayupasie u3 Bulle MpaBalla, Bojcka Kpasbe- 
BuHe CpOyje je y kacny jecen 1915. roquue Ousia mpHMopaHa Ha TOBIadeHe Ka 
octpsy Kpd. Teputopujy Cpouje okymupasie cy yapyxxeHe aycTpoyrapcke, Oy- 
rapcke 4 HemauKke Tpyrie. Ha ocnosy TajHor JoroBopa MoctTuruytor 6. cerTeM- 
Opa 1915. roquHe u3smMehy KpamesuHe byrapcxe u Hemauke wapeBnue, 
ByrapcKoj je HaKOH CyIOMa cplicke of0paHe oMoryheHo TepuTopHjasHoO Tpomn- 
pere 3a oKO 51.425 kBagpaTHux KusOMeTapa (Avramovski 1985, 169-170). Tog 
KOHTpoOJIOM OyrapcKHX Tpylia Kpajem JetemMOpa 1915. rogue Hala ce 4nTaBa 
TepuTopyyja jyrouctouHe CpOuje u BapyapcKor ema Makeyonnje. OBe KpajeBe 
je 3BaHu4Ha Coduja aHeKTupalia H Ha HUMa OOpa3z0Basla Be BOJHO-ylIpaBHe 
oOslacTH — MopaBcKy HW MakeyjOHCKy. CeyMIITe MopaBCKe BOjHO-HHCIIeKWMOHe 
oOsactu Ous0 je y Huuty, a MakegoucKe y Cxonsby. (Crojanyesnh 1988, 57). 

ToKoM TporodHMUihe OKyMalwoHe yipaBe y jyroucTouHo) Cpouju, Oyrap- 
CKH BOJHHUM WM KOMHTe MOUMHHIM cy Hal CplicKHM HapoOM HeOpojeHe 
304unHe. BapBapu3amM OKyllaTopa 3a04eo je jo 3a BpeMe OopOeHux ejcTaBa 
1915. roqune kaya cy yOujaHn cpricku 3apoOJbeHnyn UW paweHuuH. Tako je 43 
lWeHTpasHe BOjHe OomHHue y Ltuny mo may opor Mecta HecTasio 114 pamenn- 
ka 6e3 Tpara. Crmuna cyqOuHa 3ayecniia je u rpyny of, 150-200 cprckux BojHH- 
Ka KOjH Cy CBMpeno JMKBUAMpaHH y Mecty JbyOoren Ha nytTy UWiTun — Pagosn- 
wiTe HM MHore pyre paTHe 3apoOsbenuke. IIpe uKBualuje 3apoOJbeHHH cy 
TlJbadkaHu W MasiTpeTupanu. Iloctymate ca HuMa OnsIO je y CyMpoTHOCTH ca 
paTHHM TpaBoM u oOOn4yajem pata. (M3BemlTaj MelhycaBesHu4ke KOMUCHje oJ- 
pehene fla KoHcTaTyje cBe moBpeyze Xauike KoHdepenuuje uv MelhyHapoyHOor 
Iipapa yuubene of byrapa y 3ay3eToj Cponju og 1915—1918. roquue, beorpay 
1919, 2). 

Hakou ycnoctaBybarba OyrapcKor cHicTeMa ByIacTH 3alo4eo Je OOpadyH U 
Ca UMBWIHMM CplicKHM CTaHOBHUMITBOM. be3 uKakBOr Cy]CKOr MOCTyIKa OKytla- 
TOp Je XalICHO HM JIMKBUMpao CBeLITeHHKe, YYHTeJbe, TProBlle, HHHOBHUKe, Ipa- 
BHHKe HW rpahane uuja je jequHa KpuBula Ousia NpHMaHOCT cplcKOM Hal{Ho- 
HaJIHOM kKoprrycy. YOujeHo je npeko 200 cBemiTenux jMija Mehy KojuMa je Ous1o 
YW BHCOKHX IPpKBeHHX BeIMKOJOCTOJHUKa NOMyT CkolcKor MuTponouMtTa Buhexu- 
tTuja Kpyuha Koju je mukBugqupaH Ha myTy IIpu3pen — Ckomnsbe, Herge y 
KayaHu4koj KIMCypH, Hocye 4era cy er3eKyTOpH Heros Jew cham. Moruse 
3a clipoBoheme 304MHayKe MOUMTUKe TpeOa TpaxKuTH y HaMepu OOe3raBIbH- 
Bakba cprickor Hapoyla. BerukoOyrapckKu BOjHH MU MOJMTHYKU CTpaTe3u OusIM cy 
yBepeHn ja On ca YHUUITeHeM HHTesIeKTyaIHe HU AyxXoBHe emute, CpOuma Ono 
jlakO HaMeTHYT OyrapcKH HallMoHaIHH UeHTUTeT. 300r Tora cy ce UpBu Ha 
yaapy OKyMalWOHUXx BuacTH Halll yupaBo Buhennjyu Cpon. 
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Jlourapuim ca yOeherem ja je TeputTopuja jyroncrouHe CpOuje 3ampaBo 
OyrapcKa 3eMJba Ha KOjoj 2KUBe cTapu byrapu, oKynaTop je 3a0panuo ynoTpeOy 
cplickor je3HKa, HMeHa, CHMOOJIa, TMCMa VM Kiba. 3aTHpaHH cy CIOMeHHIM U 
TparoBu cplicke TpouwiocTu, 3a0pawuBaHe cy Kibure HU OorocilyxKerba Ha cpri- 
CKOM je3Hky, PasicHUKOBaHH Cy 3allMcH HM HaTIMWCH Y MHOTMM UpKBaMa HM Ma- 
HacTupuMa. Yoopeyo ca MOMTHKOM JecpOu3alWje BpLIeHO je HacHIHO HaMe- 
Tare OyrapcKor HaljMoHamHor oceharba. YMecTo cplcKHX MIKOJIa OTBapaHa cy 
OyrapcKa y4HJIMIITa 4Unje je MOxahawe Ous0 OOaBe3sHO. CTaHOBHUIITBO je TIpH- 
CHJbaBaHo fla y3Me yyemtha y MaHudectalujama OyrapcKor naTpHoTH3ma. by- 
rapCKH KHWKeBHHLM MW Hay4Hu Ap xan cy mpeyaBarba wiMpoM IlomopaBsba u 
jyxue CpOuje o ,,.0yrapcKoM KapakTepy” TlOMeHYTHX KpajeBa, 20K je yBoheremM 
Tope3a, peKBH3HIMja U Apyrux HaMeTa CTaHOBHUMIITBY, BplieHa MaKCHMasIHa 
e€KOHOMCKa eKIIOaTalWja MopoOsbene CpOuje. (M3Benmrtaj MehycaBe3sHu4Ke KO- 
MucHje ofpeheHe fa KOHCTaTyje cBe mMoBpeye Xalike KoHdepeHuuje Uu 
MehyHapoyHor papa yaurbeHe of byrapa y 3ay3eToj Cpouju og 1915—1918. 
roguuHe, beorpay 1919, 2-8). 

Ila unak, ympkoc MaKCHMasIHO] aHTaxKoBaHocTH byrapa, nomMTuKa jecp- 
Ou3allMje Huje TaBasia *KeybeHe pe3ysitate. Joul y MpBuM MecellMMa OKymalyyje 
CplicKH Hapoy je Tpy2xXHo TacuBaH oTHOp OyrapH3alnju, Wa Ou ce MO“eTKOM 
1917. roqwHe TacuBaH OTHOp TpaHcdopmucao y OTBOpeHy OpyxaHy ToOyHy 
(Mnanenosnh 2017, 10). YBugesmin, 4a jyroucrouHoj CpOuju He Mory 6e3 nIpn- 
cuyie HAMeTHYTH OyrapcKH KapakTep, OKylaljMouHe CHare cy ce onpeyemume Wa 
HaCHJbeM HM MaCOBHHM 3JIOUMHMMa peasIu3Hjy CBO] Wb. Y TOM CMUCIIy, 3a Bp- 
lee HajBehux 307eu1a Bulajla H BOJHH Bpx Kpasbepune byrapcKke ynorpeOusie 
cy peryllapHe opy>xKaHe dopMatuje u OyrapcKe KoMuTe. Tepop u yOujata Cpda 
y BojHouncnekynjcKoj) oOsactu Mopasa of KacHe jecenu 1915. roquHe cBe 10 
3aBplleTKa pata moctTaM cy cBakofHeBuia. IloceOxuo ce mo Opojy yOujenux 
Cp6a u pa3HuM cBupenoctuma byrapa u3yBajasia Bapowt Cypaymuua. Kopucte- 
hu uwsroBop ja moxammene Cpde u3 Bpara, Jleckosua, Huma, Mpoxymnsea, 
Twusana, KymManosa U Jpyrnx KpajeBa Boyle y HHTepHalljy mytT Coduje, byra- 
pu cy Cypaymmuy u3zad0paimu Kao MOMTOH 3a WWbadKy H MacoBHe er3ekylMyje 
MOpoOsJbeHOr WHBMIHOr CTaHOBHUUTBA. (Xayn-Bacusbesuh 1922, 71). 

Ilo 3aBpuieTKky pata u ocnobohemy jyra CpOuje oxtoOpa 1918. roquHe 
BplleHa cy leTaJbHa UCTpaxuBalha OyrapckKux 3104HHa HM HeMOYMHCTaBa Ha 
lipoctopuma noqHO Bapyenuka uv Uemepuuka. Ucta cy spins Kako Zomahu 
TaKO HM CTpaHn cTpyyHmauyH. Ha ocHoBy ekcxymaluje JIelieBa 13 MAaCOBHHX Tpo- 
OHA y OnM3HHH Cypayluye wWBajapcKH KpuMuHoNOor Ap ApunOany Pajc je 
W3HeEO OaTak ja Cy Ha TOM TIpoctopy OyrapcKe BilacTH yOuse oKO 3000 Cp6a, 
WOK je aMepHuKu HOBHHap Busnjam J[pajron Cypaymuuy o3Ha4Ho Kao HajBehy 
,KaHuly” cprickor Hapoga. Ilogayu ca MupoBHe KoHdepenynje y Mapu3y 
(1919-1920) cBeqoue ya je y Cypaysnmun ca OKOMHOM MocTpayano oKo 6.000 
CplicKux IMBYIa, WOK ce TpemMa Hayia34Ma MunuctapctBa Bepa Kpasbepune 
CXC nomutse uMdpa of oKo 8.000 yOujenux sbyan. (Hopuh 2016, 124-125). ¥ 
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CplicKoj Witamnu mocue IpBor cBeTckor paTa MOryIM cy ce cpecTH u Hogan a 
je Opoj cypaymm4kux cTpafasHuka MHOro Behn OF, OHOF KOjH je MpHka3aH y 3Ba- 
HHYHO} CTATHCTHUM WU Wa ce TpHOmMKaBa Wudpu of 10.000 wygu. (Tlonntuka, 
28.06.1922). bes oO03upa Ha pa3M4uTe MosaTKe, HaBeeHe UHMHeHUIe HeBOC- 
MHCJIeHO yKa3yjJy a je Cypaynuya jeqHo of HajBehux ryOusmultTa cprickor Ha- 
poya ca jyra CpOuje y Besmkom party. 

Ilo nopiayemy OyrapcKux Tpyma u ocIobohemy, rpahanu Cypaynuue cy 
dopMupann OxOop 3a Toaqv3are cloMeHHKa My4KH ToyOujanum CpOuma 
(1915-1918). Oq6op je pagno Ha UcKONaBaby Tella CypAyIM4KUX X%KpTaBa, HU Ha 
o6e30ehuBary cpeycTaBa 3a u3rpayby CrioMeH Kallesie Ca KOCTYPHHLOM y KOjOj 
04 TpajHO OJIN NOxpaHeHH HUXOBH TocmpTHyH octaun. pBu npusor 3a u3rpa- 
iy clloMeHuka oF 170 Hatoseona y 31aTy mpoHahex je MpHIMKOM eKcxyMalli- 
je 2KpTaBa y ofemuMa yOujenux CpOa. YOp30 cy no”puiky y Npvs03uMa u cy6- 
BeHIWjaMa 3a TOAM3aHe CrnoMeH-KOCTyHHe HU YeTBOPOpa3peyHe THMHa3zHje y 
cmaBy NocTpayamux CpOa npyxusM rpalhancTBo, ApxKaBa u Kpayb Anexcanyap | 
Kapahophesuh (Tpajkosuh 1983, 161-163). Mpojexar Cnomen koctypHuue ca 
THMHa3vjoM u3paquM cy apxutexta Ietap J. Nonosuh u Bacusuje Anzpocos. 
(My3ej Cpricke mpaBociaBHe upKBe, Octapuna Iletpa J. [lonosuha, uns. Op. 
7896). PaqoBu Ha HeHOM To_u3aHy 3alouemM cy Ha Bugosgan 1922. roqune 
Kaya je 4p Vspan PuOap npeaceguuk HapogHe ckynuituHe Kpasbesune CXC y 
lipHcycTBy jeqHor Opoja MHHUCTapa HW HapowHHX MocwaHuka MONO%KHO KaMeH 
TemMesball (JjojanHosuh 2011, 44). 


OTKpuBarbe CromeH-KocTypHuie 


Buierogquiibe aHraxkoBakbe y1aHoBa OWOopa cypAyIMYKUX poyosbyOa y 
ouyBawy cehamwa Ha x%xKpTBe OyrapcKor Tepopa cupoBohenor Hay CpOuma u3 
JYKHUX CplicKHXx KpajeBa 3a Bpeme IIppor cBeTckKor pata pe3ysITUpaso je u3rpa- 
JOM MH CBeYaHHM OTKPHBarbeM CITOMeH-KOCTYpHULe HM CIOMeH THMHa3Hje y 
Cypaysmun. Unny oTKpuBatba U OcBehera OBOr JeqHHCTBeHOr CHOMeHHKa, yII- 
puIM4eHOM y Hexesby 24. aprycta 1924. roquHe, IpucycTBOBalIN cy Kpasb Asie- 
Kcanyap I Kapahophesuh, kpassuna Mapuyja, natpujapx Jumurtpuje asnosuh u 
lipeqcTaBHHWW HajBuller ApxaBHOor pyKoBoycTBa. IloceOHo je NpHMeTHO OusIO 
yuemuthe Besmukor Opoja Mopogzuia »*KpTaBa OyrapcKux 304MHa. Tora Jana Cyp- 
TysMua je WOOUNa CBOje CakpasIHO MeCTO koje je rpahaHe jyrocsIOBeHCKe Kpalbe- 
BHHe moycehasio Ha cTpayjare BUIe XHJbajla WHBMIa yOnjeHux jep cy mpuiiaya- 
JIM cplickoM Hapoxy (Tpajkosuh 1983: 166). Paquso ce 0 TyxKHO) cBeyaHOcTH 
Koja je Hocusa MocebaH 3Ha4aj 3a KpasbesuHy CXC o yemy cy aBrycTOBCKHXx 
mana 1924. roquHe UcupmHo u3BelITaBarH WoMahu, am uv OyrapcKu WTamMmaHHu 
MeqMjH. 

IIppu ZoroBpopeHu TepMHH 3a OTKPHBarbe CrOMeH KaliesIe ca KOCTYpHH- 
10M Ono je yTopak, 19. apryct 1924. romuHe. OnO0p u ToKasHe BiacTH BpIIMe 
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cy yOp3aHe mpunpeme jep ce o4eKHBaO OJIa3aK KpaJba, 4WlaHOBa Bulajle, mpel- 
cTaBHuka Hapogue ckylluTHHe, OpojHux MocuaHuka, WaTpujapxa, MUTpoMONMTa 
Bapuase, emmckona Huuikor JlocuTeja, pexropa u mpodecopa YuuBep3uteta y 
Beorpayy, uiaHopa MehynapogHe komucuje 3a HcKoraBatbe KocTHyy y Cypzy- 
IMUM, BojcKe, WiaHoBa Hapoyne OnOpane u Apyrux rpahancKux yapyxera, Kao 
MW BeIMKOr Opoja NOposAMUa %*KpTaBa OyrapcKHXx 3104MHA MOMyT cBewiTeHuKa J[n- 
mMutTpyja Mujajnosuha ca cnHom, CBeto3apa HexesKosuha no3Hator onmaHyapa 
v3 Jleckosua u Hopha Tacuha seckoBaykor WpocBeTHor payqHuka. 3a yyecHuke 
cBe4daHOCTH Ono je MWianupaH crielujaiaH Bo3 43 beorpayla KOjMM cy HajBule 
3BaHulle TpeOate Za Wpucturny y Buagwaun Xan, 19. aprycta y 06 4acosa yjy- 
Tpy (Bpeme, 09.08.1924.). YOp30 je npBoOuTHa oysyKa a ce OTKpHBare Crio- 
MeH-KOCTypHuue u3BpuM 19. aBrycTa u3MermeHa Ha CeqHHUM Blage Kpasbesnue 
CXC. Ha 3aceyamy og 10. aprycta 1924. roquue Bylaya je MOHeNa pelliere Ma ce 
Ty2KHa cBeyaHocT y CypAyIHUM OF0KU 3a eT Taha MU ypHIM4H y Heesby 24. 
aprycta (IIpapya, 11.08.1924.). 

Youn HajaBsbeHor orahaja WHeBHU uct Bpeme je nox HacnoBoM I[1ped 
ceeyanocmuma y Cypoyluyu WitTamMiao WHcMo podecopa Ietpa M. Usmuha y 
KOJ€M OBaj TIpOCBeTHH payHUK, KaO caBpeMeHHK orahaja, moyzceha jaBHocT Ha 
Oyrapcka 3710 ea 43 Mepuoya J[pyror OakaHckor pata u Bemuxkor pata (1915 — 
1918), moce6Ho anoctpodupajyhu Cypazynuny, Jenammuny u Apanosy JommHy 
Koy JleckoBija KaO MecTa BeJIMKOr CTpajjakba Hl ,,cpaMoTe Ha OOpa3y OyrapcKHx 
ylipapsbaua”’. Y TeKCTy Koj je ypeqHUUITBy JIMcTa Bpeme yiryTHOo Kao peakinjy 
Ha lIMcate codujcke WHeBHe wWiTamie Usuh je u3Heo cTaB fa yiIpKoc CBM 3J10- 
WesIMMa OKyllaTopa Koje cy AOKyMeHToBau Ap ApunOany Pajc, ap Jopan Xann- 
Bacusesuh, J[paruuia Bacuh u Cpeten Junnvh umak Bepyje y MoryhHocT u3Mn- 
pera cprickor u OyrapcKor Hapojla, Koje je 10 HeMy H3BOJJbHBO TIpOMeHOM 
HapaBH M KapakTepa OyrapcKHx Jp»xKaBHHKa UM MOJIMTHYKUM BacrinTabemM Haposa 
y AyXy MOMUpsJbUuBOCTH U OpaTcKor cropa3yMeBakba (Bpeme, 22.08.1924.). 

JJox je 2p2KaBHO pyKOBOJCTBO BPLIMIO MociueyHe IpHipeme 3a IyT mpema 
CypiyJ1M{M OBMM TIMCMoM je 4oMaha jaBHocT HakpaTKo moycehena Ha cTpayjawa 
Cp6a ToKoM OyrapcKe okynalnje jyrouctouHe Cpouje. Beh y cyOory 23. apryc- 
Ta Kpayb AjlekcaHyap u Kpasbuija Mapuyja cy kpenysu “3 Tomose 3a Msaqeno- 
Ball, OakIe Cy y BeYepHUM 4YaCOBHMa JBOPCKHM BO30M HacTaBHin Ka Byia- 
aM4nHoM Xany (ITpapya, 23.08.1924.). Uctora qana no ofyuM Bilage mytT Cyp- 
mymuue cy u3 beorpaya kpenysu uv WpeyzceqHuK Biage JbyOomup Jjasnyzosuh y 
lipaTHu cBor wieda kaOnHeta r. Baajuha, MHHuCTap BOJHH HM MOpHapulle reHe- 
pan Crepan Xayuh, Munuctap NojonpHBpexze Mpan Kysoper u noTupeyzceqHuK 
HapoguHe ckynmTuHe JbyOomup baxuh (Bpeme, 23.08.1924; Ipasaza, 
24.08.1924.). 

Cypaynuua je 23. aprycta, qaH youu ocBehetha CrmomMeH KOCTypHulle u 
THMHa3nje Ousla oKHheHa TpoOojKama WH WPHHM 3acTaBama. Y caMoj BapoLin 
HalipaBJbeH je ClaBOJIyK Ha KOJjeM Cy 3/1aTHHM CJIOBHMa HCIIMcaHa HMeHa JyOo- 
WOIMHA, JaMa MW WMKapa y KojuMa cy OyrapcKH BOJHHUM UM KOMUTe CBHpero yOu- 


237 


J\ejan Antuh, OTkpupare ciomeH KoctypHuue y Cypaymmuyn 1924. roqune 





jam u 3aTpnaBasmM Cp6e ToKom pata. ,,Bpsa Pexa, JlyOpasa, CTojkoBa llyMa, 
JtyOoxa yonmuna, Panuhesa Oapa, Kanudep, Bnaurku JIo” cy Mecta rye cy cBoje 
%KUBOTe CKOHYAIM MHOIM CBCIUTeHHIM, YYHTeJbU, Ceyball, *KeHe, Wella, crapyu 
WM CBM KOjH cy ce NpOTHBMIM NomMTHM Oyrapu3auje. HegzaneKo of claBosyka 
Ha3Hpasiu cy ce OOpucn Kallesle yclipaBsbeHe y3 THMHa3HjcKy 3rpayly Koja je 3a- 
BplleHa jou 1923. romune. Mako HeocBehena, ruMHa3nja je OMax 10 3aBpllleT- 
Ky rpaheBuHckux payoBa OTMOUeIa ca (PYHKIWOHNCarbemM U Beh ce y Oj LIKO- 
moBano 140 yueHuka y ueTupu pa3peya. Ha mpBom ciipaTy ruMHa3nje Hala3nsia 
ce BeJIMKa CBe4aHa Calla, a y HHCHOM IIpH3eMJby YYHOHULa KOjy je Kpacnuia reo- 
rpadcka kapta KpasbepuHe CXC, u mpocrop 3a ruMuactTuky. Karesia Koja je 
MOAMrHyTa y3 THMHa3hjy UMasia je MOMIOWHH MO UCMOA KOjer ce cua3vJI0 y 
KocTypHuly. buo je To IpocTrop HaMerbeH 3a caxpaHy TpoHalhenux TOocMpTHHXx 
octaTaka cypayM4Kux »xpTaBa. Ipaheme opor cimomMeH-oOjekTa KOMITasIO je 
OM3y Ba MHIMOHAa AHHapa. Oxo 800.000 qunapa 3a u3rpasy Jalia je 7pxasa, 
100.000 auHapa mpusioxuo je Kpayb AsleKcaHyap, a OcTaTaK je CaKyIIJbeH Oo] 
WOOpoBosbHuX puora rpahana u Mopoyuua mocrpaganmx (Ilonntuka, 
24.08.1924.). 

Ouekyjyhu foma3aK KpaJba y HUXOBy Bapoll CypyzymyaHu cy No_MrIM 
TpujyMasny KaliMjy Ha KoOjoj je mucaso: ,,JJoOpo HaM JoWao Halll MMJIM Kpasby, 
OcBeTHTeJby rpoOosa cBeTux”’. (Hlommtuka, 24.08.1924.). OcuM ZpxkaBHor pyKo- 
BOJCTBA H MOJIMTHUKE esIMTe IyT jyra je 23. asrycta kpenyo u Matpujapx JumMnu- 
Tpuje. Ilo oxcmyxemy cyOoTHe CBeTe muTypruje y OeorpagcKom CadopHom 
xpaMy OH Ce y lipaTHM BHUCOKHX IPKBCHHX BeJIMKOOCTOJHUKa YITyTHO 3a peB- 
Hu rpay [leh rye je y3 NoTHOpy ApxaBHUX BUACTH MWaHupaHoO HeroBo ycTo- 
muueme.’ Ha ToM myTy nupBa naTpHjapxoza crannua Ouna je Cypaymuua. Y w0j 
je Ca CBelITeHCTBOM TpeOasIo Wa YMHOeJCTByJe Ha TIpeHocy MOCMpTHHX ocTatTa- 
Ka CypUyJIM4KUX *KpTaBa 13 IpHBpeMeHe y HoBou3rpaheny CroMeH-kKOcTypHULLy 
vu ocBehemy ucte. OBaj qorahaj Ou0 je TeMa MHOrHX JHeBHHX JIMCTOBa. Y HajaBu 
cBeyaHOCcTH HeBHU sIMcT Bpeme je odjapuo Homenuk 3HaHux cypyysIMYKHx 
*KpTaBa OyrapcKor Tepopa ca OCHOBHUM HH(opMaliMjaMa O HMMA, a TIOTOM je 
KOHCTATOBAO la CplICKH HapO], FOTOBO Ja HeMa BeJIMKHX OOejexKaBakba Kao LITO 
UX MMajy Apyru HapoyM KojuMa UcTOpHyja Huje Ousia Mahexa, Beh cy My MHore 
CBe4aHOCTH Ty2KHe HW TparMyHe MonyTt cypyzysMuKe (Bpeme, 24.08.1924.). 

Hajapsbpyjyhu ocpehete Cromen odjexta y Cypaynnun suct [Tonumuxa je 
24. asrycta 1924. roquHe o6jaBio H3BO] 3 M3BellITaja 0 OyrapcKHM 3J1I0,e1MMa 
Iipodecopa o3aHcKor yHuBep3uTeta Ap ApunOasya Pajca noguetor 18. qenemM- 


' Mutponomnt SeorpaycKu u apxuenuckon Cp6uje Jumurpuje Masnosuh w3a6pau je 1920. rogune 3a 
llatpwjapxa yjequwene Cpricke npaBociaBHe upKBe. 360r BpeMeHa HoTpeOHor 3a peopraHusallyjy 
CIIL wakou yjequwema NoKpajHHCKHXx UPKBeHHX OpraHH3al{vja y jeqMHCTBeH UPKBeHH CHCTeM, yCTO- 
iiMuere Marpujapxa J[umutpuja oOaBseeno je y Hehkoj narpujapuimju veTupu roqwHa HaKOH HeroBor 
wu36opa. CBetu Apxujepejcxu Ca6op je 3acegao 26-27. asrycta 1924, a uMH ycTomMuerma je 3amo0ueo 
Tipa3HH4HUM Oorociy2KeeM KojeM je IpHcycTBoBao HU Kpasb Anexcanyap I Kapahophesuh (IIuamuno- 
Buh, 2020: 40-41). 
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Opa 1918. roquue. Y u3BellTajy WIBajljacKH KPHMHHOJOL HaBOM Kako je JIM4HO 
Ww y3 NoMoh Oyrapckux OKyMeHaTa yTBpAHO Ja je y Cypaysmun yOujeHo 13- 
Mehy Be HM TPH xWJbaye WHBHIIa W3 pa3sHux KpajeBa OKyNMpaHe 3emMJbe. Mehy 
2%KPTBaMa je, IIpeMa HeroBMM HCTpaxkKuBawuMa, OuJIO HW %KMBO 3aKOMAaHUX Jby IM 
KOJH cy y jaMaMa KaMeHOBaHH UH 3aTplaBaHH. OyKe 0 yOnjawy OHOLIeHe cy 
OMax, a yOHCTBa Cy BpIlleHa Ha JIMILy MecTa MOJ{ KOHTposIOM ToceOHe Komucuyje 
Ha 4njem je desy OHO MyKOBHHK OyrapcKe Bojcke CrojaH Jypkos. YOujann cy u 
TelukH OonecHuuH. Jom je mpema PajcoBuM HaBOHMa ceflaMyeceT Jbyqu U3 
Cypiysmije HHTepHupaHo, Be cToTHHe Mulaquha perpyToBaHo 3a OyrapckKy BOj- 
ckKy, a CBe LITO je HMasIO OuI0 KakBy Behy BpeHOCT OTHMAHO Je OJ WHBMIHOr 
CTAHOBHUMLITBa. YHUILITaBaHe Cy Cplicke Kibure HM choMeHu. Cpricka UpkBa je 
IIpeTBopeHa y WH3MaTHUKy, a CplICKO CTaHOBHHIITBO je O“JIO MpHCHJbeHO Ja 
pag Oe3 HakHajle 10 MpeTHoM cmphy (Ilomutuka, 24.08.1924.). 

VUmajyhu y Buy Tako BeMKe oOprice cTpayjamba, mpuka3aHe O4NMa jexHOor 
HeyTpayIHOr eKcIiepTa, pa3yMJbUBO je WTO cy ce 24. aprycta 1924. roquHe y 
CypiyIMuu OKYIMJIM HajBHIM TpexcTaBHuW WpxKaBHe UW WyXOBHe BIACTH jel- 
HOF Hapoyla, Kpasb u Matpujapx. [pahann Cypaynnue oueknBasu cy oa3aK 
llatpvjapxa y 8 4acoBa yjyTpy, a 1ou1a3aK MOHapxa Ba cata KacHyyje. Mehytum, 
Here OKO 7 YacoBa, JOU WOK je Tpajasia jyTapra coryxKOa y CypAYyIMYKO} UPKBH, 
nlatpHjapx Jjumutpyje je crurao y Bapom. [pea ruMHa3vjom ra je WoueKao AH- 
peKTop oBe oOpa30BHe ycTaHoBe JbyOa Asexcuh uw moKa3ao My HoBy 3rpajly. 
TloTom je matpujapx mpemiao y UpKBy Koja ce Hayla3vJia MpeKo myTa ruMHa3nyje 
Tipe, KOjOM ra je JOueKao MpoTojepej cypaymuuKu CpeOdpH buarojesuh. 3a cBe 
TO BpeMe CypylyJIM4Ke yoIMle cy ce IlyHJIe HapOOM KOJH je y Bapol mpHcTH3a0 
ca CBX cTpaHa. bp30 3a nNaTpvjapxom Jousao je u npeyzcewHuK Blaze JbyOa JIa- 
BHOBUN y mpaTHu cBojHx MuHucTapa (Ilommtuka, 25.08.1924.). 

Herge oko 9:30 yacosa Ha 2xKelIe3HHYUKy cTraHHuy Bnagqwunn Xan WpucTu- 
rao je H ABOPCKH BO3 Ca KpasbeBCKMM TapoM. Kpasbesy paTHy y Bo3y UHH 
cy Maplual Bopa reHepan Jespem J[amjaHopuh, KoManHyantT Kpasbepe rapye 
reHepas [etap 7Kuskosuh u Munuctap yBopa J[paromup Jankosuh. Ha cranny 
cy MX OUueKasIM KOMaHaHT Tpehe apmuyjcke oOsacTu reHepan boxuyap Tep3nh 
MW KoMaHyaHT Mopascke AMBu3Hje reHepan Jocud Koctuh. [ona cata kacunyje 
Kapahophesuhe je na Mocty Koy Bpme Peke qouekao mpeaqceqHUuK cypaysM4Ke 
omuTuHe Jakop UBanosuh nonyquBIIM Ux 10 CTapoM CpricKoM oOuyajy xs1eO0oM 
nu cosy. IIpeyq ZpyromM BapouikoM KaliMjOM MoHapxa cy OUeKasIM MpeyzceqHuK 
Blayle, MMHUCTpH, HapowHH MOcuaHHUM 3 BpakcKe oOsacTH 7KuBojynH Padaj- 
miopuh, Toma Ilonosuh, Brajko Kouuh, Crojan Koctuh, Xpucta Ipuxuh, Mpoxa 
Crankosnh vu mocmaHuKk 43 bocue Mapko Dakosrh. Y ume 4eTHHKa No3sqpaBnsin 
cy ra Kocta Iehanay u Unuja Tpudyxosuh, a y ume Yoapyxxeta MHBalINya Ka- 
nmetaH Muha Bojxosuh. Ipucytuu cy Ons u WpeycTaBHuM Apyrux yapyxerwma 
W opranvs3annja. Jlok ce MOBopKa Ha Yesly Ca KpasbeM KpetTasia Ipema rMMHa3HjH, 
OKYIUbeHH Hapoy je Wo3spaBslbao, a 4MTAB CKyI je OOe30ehuBana OeorpaycKa 
nommunja. pe Hero wiTo cy cturmm Wo CnomMeH TMMHa3Hje, Kpasb HW Kpasbulla cy 
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MOCeTHIIM cypayM4ky upKBy. Y MopTH ux je No3zpaBuo upota buarojesuh, a Ha 
I[PKBeCHOM IIpary KpaJba cy JouekasmM natpujapx Jlumutpuje Ilasnosuh u mut- 
ponomut Bapuasa Pocuh. [pez upKBoM je Ousia MocTpojeHa mouacHa yeTa Kpa- 
JbeBe rapjle, a ca HeHe JIeBe CTpaHe eckapou Kone. Kpasbesckn map cy 103- 
WpaBysiu Wu mpunagqHuyH Cokosickor WOKpeta HaKOH Yera cy AseKcaHzap u Ma- 
puja 3ay3euM MoceOHO MecTO Ha NOAMTHYTO] TPHOMHH Mpex rHMHa3HjoM, a LpK- 
BeHM BeJIMKOJOCTOJHHUM 3amo4uerH OcBeherwe Karlesle M THMHa3Hje (Ilonutuka, 
25.08.1924; Bpeme, 25.08.1924.). Ha yna3y CrnomMeH-kalleyie ca KpHITOM koja je 
qua ECHO KpHJIO THMHa3HjcKe 3rpaje 31aTHHM CJIOBHMa Ove cy yTHCHyTe 
peu: ,,3a Biage H. B. Kpasa Anexcangpa Upsor u Matpujapxa rocnoguna 
Jlumutpuja ToymKe ce MyYKH MoyOujanHum Cpouma y Cypaynunu of 1915. no 
1918. roquHe cromeHHK oBaj 1924. ronuHe” (IIpapya, 25.08.1924). 

Ilo 3aBpuieHom ocBehemy mpucyTHuMa ce oOpaTHo AupeKTop ruMHa3nyje 
JbyOa Anexcuh kojn je MOACeTHBIIM OKyIIJbeHe Ha OyrapcKe 3u104HHe y Cpouju 
(1915-1918), o6jacHuo u kako cy rpahanu Cypaysuue Tou Ha uzejy o noqn- 
3arby CIIOMeH Kallesie ca rHMHa3HjoM. IIpema HeroBuM peuuMa Kajla cy modesa 
YUCKOMaBakba TOCMPTHUX OCTaTaKa 2%KpTaBa OyrapckKor Tepopa, y MOcTaBM KallyTa 
jequor of yOujeHux u 3aKonaHux Cp6a mponaleno je 40 nanomeona. Vako cy 
Byrapu pe yOujaba Hajlipe mpetTpecasm u TWybaukasIM cBe 3apoOJbeHHKe, OBaj 
HOBall MM je Mpomakao. 30or Tora je oAIydeHO Ja TO Oye NpBu Upusor 3a H3- 
Tpagmy cnomenuka (Ilonutuka, 25.08.1924.). Y nactaBxy oOpahama oKyrbe- 
HuMa JMpektTop Asexcuh je 3aKJby4no: ,,OBa, 3a OBaj Kpaj BeIM4YaHCTBeHa THM- 
Ha3HjcKa 3rpajla, OBa Kalieyia CKpOMHa aJiv Jietla, wvjem OcBehemy JaHac mpucy- 
cTByjete, Ouhe He caMO CKJIOHHUITe MPpTBHX OCTaTaKa OBHX HeBMHUX Cpa 
My4kU TOOnjenux of byrapa, Beh he OuTu u BeauTH cBeOK OyrapcKHXx Heyesa. 
Y wma he ce omslayquna HallajaTw He CaMO 3HabeM HM BepoM, Hero U JbyOaBu 
liIpeMa kpasby H oTayOunu. [uMuHa3njcka 3rpayia u Katiea Ouhe 3a BeunTa Bpe- 
MeHa BUJlaH 3HaK TIPH3Hakbha UM HapoOsHe 3aXBaJIHOCTH OBHM HeBHHHM CpOuma 
My4eHniuMa au he oBaj CMOMeCHHK CJIyxKHTH CBHMAa HalllMM HelIpHjaTesbuMa, a 
Hapouwnto byrapuma 3a BeyHTH MeMeHTO. Ox he uM yBeK roBOpHTH — MOxeTe 
Hac Opaho byrapu yHuwiTaBaTH, MoxeTe Hac UcTpeOJbuBaTH, aM hemo Ha Kpajy 
KpajeBa unak MM mobequTu” (Bpeme, 25.08.1924.). 


Ilo oOpahawy qupektTopa ruMHa3Hje, KpeHyo je MIpeHOoc MOCMpTHHX ocTa- 
Taka CypUyIM4KuX CTpayasiHHka W3 TIpHBpeMeHe Katiese y COMeH-KOCTypHHLy. 
Koctu cypaysMukux cTpayaiHuka cy HaKOH HCKOMaBalbha 4yBaHe Ha MaqMHu 
HCHO caMe BapolllM y MasIoj CeOCKO] KalleyIM Ca JJPBEHHM KPCTOM Koja Ce Hasia- 
31a Ha CaMOM MeCTY H3BpUlema OyrapcKux 3704nHa (JtyOoka JlouuMHa, pum. 
JJ.A.). [ipusmkom mpenoca cMelliTeHe cy y JeceT MPTBa4KHX caHykKa UW WOHeTe 
lipeq camy Bapom. Kpab u kpasbuija ocTalIM cy pe KallesIOM, a MOBOpKa je 
Kpenylla Oo ya3a y Cypaymuuy mpeko ruaBHor Tpra ka CioMeH-KOCTypHUH. 
Ha yesly MOBOopKe HOMIeH je KPCT, a Tope Hera Be WeBojyuwe anju cy poguTe- 
Jb CTpaylasiu Of| OyrapcKor Tepopa HocwHIIe cy BOMITAHULe, jeqHa ca JeBe, Apyra 
ca JjecHe cTpaHe. 3a HuMa je HOMIeHO ABaHaecT BeHalla. Beall KpasbeBckKe T0- 
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poate Ono je of cpeOpHor sOBopoBor Muha u Ha TparH je mucano: ,,Hamum 
My4YeHnuuMma, Amekcanyap u Mapuja”. 3a BeniuMa cy HOWeHH Oapjalu u pu- 
Me, a ipaTusia ux je nouacua yeta IIpBor nemayujckor Myka U BOJHa My3HkKa 
Koja je CBe BpeMe cBHpasia TOcMpTHH Mapu. Kopye3n cy On OKpyxKeHH 
TO“acHHM CTparxkaMa apTusJbepalia, M HOCHJIM Cy UX HaposHH MOcaHHH WU Mell- 
TaHH OBOr Kpaja. Y paTHu cy Ouse Moposuue crpasamux u Hapoy jyra Cpoyje. 
Kaya je TyxkKHa MOBOpKa Ca TOCMpTHMM OcTaluMa CTuryia Ha Tpr Ty je HakpaTKO 
3acTajla a OH MaTpujapx ca CBeIITeHCTBOM CJIyxKHO MapacToc MOrMHysIMMa. 
Hakou Tora cy KoBYe3H MocTpayaux WpeHeTH 0 CnomeH karieme. Hay ofpom 
My4eHHKa ToBop je Op»xKao WHpekTop cypyysMyKe OcHoBHe wWkOJe Hetap Puc- 
Tuh, a MOTOM cy KOCTH, J00ame X ,,mpax yOujenux Cp6a” mosoxKeHH y KOCTyp- 
Huy. IIpu3op je Ouo0 Bue Hero ctpamian. Ilarpujapx je OnaruM peuuMa TeLIHO 
oxKasouthene mopognue, a u3Bemtay /onumuxe u3 Cypaysmyue je c TpaBom 
3ama3Ho ja ce paqWI0 O H3y3eTHO MOTpeCHHM MOMCHTHMa, y KOjHMa je 
xpnuthaucKko pacyhusBatbe Ousio roToBo HemMoryhe (Ilosmtnka, 25.08.1924; Bpe- 
me 25.08.1924.). 


Ilocne noTpecHe llepeMoHuje KpasJb ce MOByKaO y MpocTopuje ruMHa3Hje 
rye je yupwsiM4eH pyyak 3a 3BaHHe HU Mopomwuye moctpayamux CpOa koje cy 
WOWNIe Ha OTKPHBate COMeH-KOcCTypHuue. 3a py4KOM je KpaJbeBCKH Map 3ay- 
3HMa0 LeHTpasIHH eo cToua. Ca WecHe cTpaHe Kpasba ceyeo je naTpujapx J[n- 
MUTpHje, a ca JIeBe WpeyceqHuK Baye JlaBugoBuh. Kako pey Hanaxe, npwin- 
KOM 3fpaBulje Ce MOHapx OOpaTHO OKyIIJbeHHM TOCTHMa pekKaBIIH Ja je HMao 
4BpCTy %*KeJby fla 24. aprycta Oyye y CypayuuuM He Ou JM Ce MOKIOHHO KOCTH- 
Ma MyYeHukKa HW Kako OM ce JIMYHO 3axBaIMO rpahaHuMa Ha u3rpaybu CromMeH 
KOCTypHuue HU rumMHa3yyje. ,,Jlea Koja ce Oyay yansa y OBO) WIkKONM, UMahe ce 
yemy yunTu. Hema wikoJIe UIMpoM Halle 3eMJbe, Koja he JaBaTH Hapallitajuma, 
KOjH Kpo3 Hy pohy, 3HayajHujy MoyKy Oo JbyOaBn MmpeMa cBOMe Hapoyly. 3aTo 
0uX ja BOJIeO Ja y Bally WIkKosy, oBy HeoOnuHy Kyhy, Kojoj je TeMesb OF KOCTHIy, 
yomaze lela ca cBux cTpaHa. Moj he cun, kayla Wopacte, nohu THM puMepom, 
Hallajajyhu ce TOM KJIacH4HOM TlOyKOM” — H3roBOpHo je u3Mehy octaor Kpasb 
OKYIUbeCHHMa 3BaHHaMa y CypAyIM4KO] THMHAa3HjH UM MOpyyHo uM Ja Ci10%KHO 
cToje y OOpaHy BesIMKHX HHTepeca CIOBCHCKOT Jyra KaKO 2%KPTBe CypAyJIMYKUX 
My4eHnka He On Ouse y3aryqHe. IIpeq rHMHa3HjoM je KpaJba 4ekaO OKyIbeHH 
Hapoy| W3 CBMX KpajeBa Jy2KHUX cplickHx 3eMaJba. Ilo 3aBpLIeHOM py4ky, Kpa- 
JbeBCKH Hap je u3alllao y ABOpHITe ruMHa3Hje U pa3sroBapao Ca OKYIIJbeHUMa, a 
3aTMM Y TipaTwHu BUCOKHX Odulupa oTuMao y Kpahn oOwa3aK cCaHaTOpujyMa 
(Momutuka, 25.08.1924; Bpeme, 25.08.1924; panama, 25.08.1924.). 


Y monoyqHeBHuM 4acoBuMa Hapoy je noyeo ja ce pasusia3u. Tarpujyapx 
Jlumutpuje je Hamyctuo CypayMiy Wu BO3eM OTITyTOBaO 3a CKOIIJbe — CBO]Y 
cneyehy craHuuy Ha myTy Wo Ilehu. Y nekayammy mpecronnuy uapa Jlymana 
cTurao je oKo 21 uac. 3a pa3mMKy Of Hera, KpasbeBCKN Map je ca paTHoM Ha- 
KpaTKo TloceTuo Bpatse. Y Bpawy je MoHapx oOuuIao KacapHy, a KpaJbulla aMe- 
pHuky MUCHIy, Ofake cy cilelWjasIHuM BO30M Y JpylITBy peyceqHnkKa Blaye 
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noTupeyzceqHnka HapogHe cKyMMITHHe MporxyxKuIM 3a CKorsbe re cy TpucTu- 
rm kacHo yseye (Ilomutuxa, 25.08.1924; Bpeme, 25.08.1924; I[papaa, 
25.08.1924.). 


O yemaBatuma y Cypaynmun 24. asrycra 1924. roqvHe HUCy M3BellITa- 
BaJIM CaMO cCplicKH WiTamMnaHH Meyuju. Peau o Tome Ous0 je u y OyrapcKo} 
wtTamiu. Megnju Onucku WecHuuM MonyT WHeBHor Jucta Mup wucy Herupamm 
3104HHe MounwbeHe y Cypyysuuu 3a Bpeme IIppor cBetckor pata, aM cy ux 
lipunucnBa "jtyuM UW Oe304UHHM” JbyIMMa KOjH Cy HaHesIM WiTeTy OyrapcKOM 
Hapogy. Pewakuja oBor JIMCTa je ONTYKHBasIa CplICKH J{pxKaBHU BPX Ja cypyy- 
JIM4KO CTpaylawe eKcriyloaTHMIe JO MaKCHMyMa Kako Ou TIpey, MelhyHapoyHOM 
jaBHouthy quckpeyuToBao no3suuMjy 3BaHW4He Coduje. Pew kpasba AsiekcaH- 
ipa Ha OTKpuBarby CrlOMeH-KOCTypHHLe U THMHa3Hje HOBHHapu Mupa oleHuin 
cy KaO TaKTH4He, OK Cy He3BaHW4uHe U3jaBe aTpujapxa J[uMuTpHja OKapaKkTe- 
puicaHe kao ,,HCTyllame 43 TacTHpcKHXx OKBUpa” Hu Bpehate OyrapcKor Hapoya 
(Mupp, 27.08.1924.). Ca apyre crpane HoBuHe IIpanopen cy mpeHeste pearoBa- 
we OuBwer GyrapcKor juNIOMatTe Kocte Toqoposa’ y Be3H ca HOMeHOM y Cyp- 
nymuuu. Toqopos ce y uMe OyrapcKux 3eMJbopayqHukKa HM CBX YacHux byrapa 
TIpHIpyXKHO %*KaslOcTH MOBOAOM cypayIM4Kor cTpayawa CpOa uctuyyhu fa Oy- 
rapcKH Hapoy Huje Ono ayTOp CypAYIMYKUX 3IOUNHA Hero X%KPTBa OHUX KOjH cy 
ra yByKJIM y paT HM WocuaiM HeroBe CHHOBe Ja THHy 3a padvyH repMaHCKHX are- 
HaTa HM HeMaykor wapa. IIpema HeroBOM MMLJbemy, HCTH OHH KOjH cy BpLIMIN 
yOujama y CypiyJIMM W3BpIMIN cy HoBe 3704nHe Hay oKo 18.000 byrapa koju 
cy cTpayaM HakOH pxaBHor yaapa y byrapcKkoj u3 jyHa 1923. roquHe 
(IIpsanopen, 29.08.1924.). Y ume Oyrapcke emurpatuje y Cpoduju Toxopos je 
W3HEO yBeperbe Ja KOCTH H OOarbe CypAyIMYKUX CTpayamHuKa Hehe OuTu crio- 
MCHHK Mp2Krbe TIpeMa Oyrapckom Hapoyy Beh HalloMeHa Ja Ml cpricku u Oyrap- 
CKM Hapoy Maly UcTe Helprjatesbe KojH cy y Coduju monoBo Ha BuacTH (Ilo- 
mutuKa, 24.08.1924.). 


3aksbyyak 


Cypaysuila je jeqHo of HajBehux cTpaTuuita cprickor Hapoyfa Ha jyry Cp- 
Ouje y Bemnkom party (1915-1918). Y moj je ToKom OyrapcKe okynaluje cBupe- 
110 yOujeHo Bue xusbaya WuBIa. Ilo ocnoOohemy 3emsbe rpahhann oBe Bapomin 
cy MOKpeHyJIM MHMWMjaTHBy 3a MOAM3are CMOMeH KOCTypHue H THMHa3nje y 
cmlaBy WM YacT MasMx xKpTaBa. PayqoBu Ha H3rpaywHu oOjeKaTa mouesmM cy Ha Bu- 


? Kocra Togopos (Mocxsa, 1889 — Tapu3, 1947) 6uo je GyrapcKH HOBMHap, NOMTHYAp 4 DMMIOMa- 
Ta. 3a Bpeme Buactu byrapckor 3eMJbopagqH4ukor HapoyHor caBe3a (B3HC) o6aBmao je pyHKunjy 
cexpetapa Muuuctapctsa ciojbHUX HocroBa Kpasbesuune byrapcxe. buo je Omm3ax Anexcanapy Cra- 
MOomujckom. J[eBeTojyHckuM mpespatom 1923. roguHe B3HC ry6u Bnact, a CramOonnjcxor youjajy 
pynagquunn BMPO-a. Muoru uanosu 4 cumnatTu3epu b3HC-a Ousajy WHKBUyMpaHH, yXanlweHH WIM 
Tipotepanu v3 3emsbe. Mehy OyrapckuM emurpaHTuMa Haulao ce Tafa u Kocta Toyopos, Koju oT- 
TIOUMHe Capaly ca BlacTuma y beorpayzy Ha Oopou mpotus BMPO-a (Munenkosnh, 2018: 29-54). 
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moByan 1922. rogue, a KOHaYHO Cy 3aBpIeHH Be roquHe KacHuje. OTKpHBarbe 
MW OcBellITaHbe CHOMeH KOCTYpHULe Ca THMHa3HjOM yiIpHINdeHo je 24. aprycta 
1924. roquHe. YKONMKO y3MeMo y OO3Hp CTeleH HallMoHasIHe %xXpTBe y Cypzy- 
mum (1915-1918), ca curypHomthy MoxkeMo KOHCTaTOBAaTH Ja ce paMI0 O o- 
rahajyy o moceOHor ucTopHjckor 3Havaja 3a CplicKH Hapod, H HOBOCTBOpeHy 
jyrocsIOBeHCKy KpaJbeBHHy, WTO je TpenmosHasia UW Tajjaliiba [pxkKaBHa esIMTa. 

Yun ocseheta CromeH kalleyie M1 TpeHoca NOCMpTHMX ocTaTaka cypyy- 
JIM4KUX CTpasasyHHka OOaBJbeH je y IpHcycTBy KpaJba, HajBHIWMX MpexcTaBHuka 
BOJjHe HM WHBHIHe BlacTH, normaBapa CIIL, pemepaHTHux JOKaIHUuXx UW ZpyliTBe- 
HUX YMHHOMAa HW MHOWTBa Haposa. Tora Jana je Bapoul nox UemepHukom u Bap- 
J[CHHKOM JOOMIa CBETHJIMIUTe HW jCMMHCTBeH CIIOMeCHHK HallMOHaJIHOr CTpayjarba 
MW OTMOpa OKyMaTopcKom Tepopy. Mako je HajBehu eo mucaHux HM MaTepHjasyHuXx 
TparoBa O OBOM aHy, Kao H camy CroMeH-kKallely, OyrapcKH OKynaTop YHUUI- 
THO 3a Bpeme JIpyror cBetcKor pata (Tpajkosuh 1983, 167), octamu cy HOBHH- 
CKM TeKCTOBH JHeEBHHX JIMCTOBa Ja Hac ToAcehajy 0 Ty2xKHOJ H MOTpecHoj cypzy- 
JIM4KO] WepeMonnyn. 3axBasbyjyhu aHasiMu3u U3BelUTaBaba HajTUpaxKHVjux Oeo- 
rpayicKux HU codujcKHX JHeEBHUX JIMCTOBa OHOr BpeMeHa JJ/ozumuxe, Bpemena, 
ITpaeode, Mupa u IIpanopeya u3paxKaBaMo Hajly a CMO Oap JeIMMHYHO peKOHC- 
TpylicasIM CIMKy O OTKPHBaly CroMeH-KOCTypHue HU 30uBarbuMa y CypzysMuH 
on 24. aprycta 1924. roquuHe. 
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Summary: The aim of the research is to reconstruct the events that 
marked the act of unveiling and consecrating the Memorial Chapel in Surdu- 
lica on August 24, 1924. Due to the lack and disappearance of primary his- 
torical sources which are the direct consequence of the repeated Bulgarian 
occupation in the Second World War, the question of building and unveiling 
of the Memorial Ossuary in Surdulica as a symbol of the suffering of the Ser- 
bian south (1915-1918) has not been thoroughly discussed in historiography. 
By critically analyzing the texts in the Serbian daily newspapers Vreme, 
Pravda, Politika and the Bulgarian daily newspapers Mir and Praporec we 
intended to give an insight into historical uncertainties on this topic. The re- 
search was conducted on the corpus of the newspapers published from 23-29 
August, 1924. The unit of analysis was each individual text which had the 
unveiling of the Memorial Ossuary as a topic, as well as the testimonies of 
contemporaries about one of the greatest Bulgarian crimes in World War I. 
Facts concerning the preparations of the local and state authorities in the Sur- 
dulica ceremony have also been presented in the paper. In addition, the text 
provides information about invitees, the final appearance of the Memorial, 
the relocation of the remains of the Surdulica victims from the temporary 
crypt to the newly built Memorial Tomb, while some space is given to the 
presentation of the national media articles about Bulgarian brutalities. 
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Introductory Considerations 


As a result of the inability of providing effective resistance to the numer- 
ous forces of the Central Powers coming from various directions, the army of the 
Kingdom of Serbia was forced to retreat to the island of Corfu in the late autumn 
of 1915. The territory of Serbia was occupied by the united Austro-Hungarian, 
Bulgarian and German troops. Based on the Secret Agreement reached on Sep- 
tember 6, 1915 between the Kingdom of Serbia and the German Empire, after 
the collapse of the Serbian defense, Bulgaria was enabled to expand territorially 
by about 51, 425 square kilometers (Avramovski, 1985, p. 169-170). At the end 
of December 1915, the entire territory of southeastern Serbia and the Vardar part 
of Macedonia was under the control of Bulgarian troops. These areas were an- 
nexed by the capital Sofia and two military-administrative areas were formed 
there — the seat of the Morava military inspection area was in Ni8, while the Ma- 
cedonian one was in Skopje (Stojancéevié, 1988, p. 57). 

During the three-year occupation administration in southeastern Serbia, the 
Bulgarian soldiers and the Komitas committed countless crimes against the Ser- 
bian people. The barbarities of the occupiers began during the fighting in 1915, 
when Serbian prisoners and casualties were killed. Also, 114 wounded people 
disappeared without a trace from the central military hospital in Stip after the 
collapse of this place. A similar fate befell a group of 150-200 Serbian soldiers 
and many other war prisoners who were brutally killed in the town of Ljuboten 
on the road between Stip and Radoviste. Before they were killed, the prisoners 
had been robbed and abused and their mistreatment was contrary to the law and 
customs of war. (Report of the Inter-Allied Commission selected to ascertain all 
violations of the Hague Conference and international law committed by Bulgari- 
ans from 1915-1918, Belgrade, 1919, p. 2). 

After the establishment of the Bulgarian system of government, a conflict 
with the Serbian civilian population also began. Without any court proceedings, 
the occupier arrested and murdered priests, teachers, merchants, incumbents, 
lawyers and citizens whose only guilt was belonging to the Serbian national cor- 
pus. More than 200 clergymen were killed, including high church dignitaries and 
the Skopje Metropolitan Vicentije Krdzi¢, who was killed on the Prizren-Skopje 
road, somewhere near the Ka¢anica gorge, after which the executioners burned 
his body. Motives for the implementation of such criminal policy should be 
sought in their intention of decapitating Serbian people. Moreover, the Great 
Bulgarian military and political strategists were convinced that with the destruc- 
tion of Serbian intellectual and spiritual elite, the Bulgarian national identity 
would be easily imposed, which caused more prominent Serbs to be the first 
people attacked by the occupation authorities. 

Having come with the belief that the territory of southeastern Serbia was 
actually a Bulgarian territory inhabited by old Bulgarians, the occupier prohib- 
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ited the use of Serbian language, names, symbols, letters and books. Monuments 
and traces of the Serbian past had been erased, books and worship services in 
Serbian had been forbidden, while documents and inscriptions in many churches 
and monasteries had been forged. Along with the policy of de-Serbianization, the 
Bulgarian national feeling was forcibly imposed; instead of Serbian schools, 
Bulgarian schools were opened, where the attendance was mandatory. The popu- 
lation was forced to participate in the rituals of Bulgarian patriotism. Bulgarian 
writers and scientists gave lectures throughout Pomoravlje and southern Serbia 
on “the Bulgarian character” of the mentioned areas, while the maximum exploi- 
tation of enslaved Serbia was carried out with the introduction of taxes, requisi- 
tions and imposts on the population (Report of the Inter-Allied Commission se- 
lected to ascertain all violations of the Hague conference and international law 
committed by Bulgarians in occupied Serbia from 1915-1918, Belgrade, 1919, p. 
2-8). 

Nevertheless, despite the maximal engagement of Bulgarians, the policy 
against Serbian people did not bring the desired results. Even in the first months 
of the occupation, the Serbian people offered passive resistance to Bulgarization, 
which was quickly transformed into an open armed rebellion at the beginning of 
1917 (Mladenovic, 2017, p.10). Having realized that they could not impose the 
Bulgarian character in southeastern Serbia without coercion, the occupation 
forces decided to achieve their goal by exercising violence and committing mass 
crimes. In that sense, the governments and the military leaders of the Kingdom 
of Bulgaria used regular armed formations and Bulgarian Komitas to commit 
greatest crimes. From the late autumn of 1915 until the end of war, the terror and 
killings of Serbs in the Military Inspection Area of Morava were occurring every 
day. The town of Surdulica stood out by the number of killed Serbs and count- 
less atrocities committed by the Bulgarians. Under the excuse that the arrested 
Serbs from Vranje, Leskovac, Ni8, Prokuplje, Gjilan and Kumanovo were being 
taken to internment to Sofia, the Bulgarians chose Surdulica as the training 
ground for plundering and mass executions of the enslaved civilian population 
(Hadzi-Vasiljevic, 1922, p. 71). 

After the end of the war and the liberation of southern Serbia in 1918, a 
thorough investigation into Bulgarian crimes and brutalities that took place in the 
areas below Vardenik and Cemernik was carried out, and it was done by both 
national and foreign experts. Based on the exhumation of corpses from the mass 
graves near Surdulica, the Swiss criminologist, Dr. Archibald Reiss stated that 
the Bulgarian authorities had killed about 3,000 Serbs in that area, while the 
American journalist, William Drayton described Surdulica as the largest 
“slaughterhouse” of Serbian people. The data from the peace conference in Paris 
(1919-1920) testify that about 6,000 Serbs were killed in Surdulica and its sur- 
roundings, while the findings of the Ministry of Religion of the Kingdom of 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes suggested there were about 8,000 people killed 
(Doric, 2016, p. 124-125). After the World War I, in the Serbian press one could 
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also find the data that the number of Surdulica victims was much higher than the 
numbers shown in the official statistics and that it was reaching the number of 
10,000 people. (Politika, June 28, 1922). Regardless of the various data, the 
stated facts unequivocally indicate that Surdulica is one of the largest execution 
sites of Serbian people from the south of Serbia in the Great War. 

After the retreat of the Bulgarian troops and liberation, the citizens of Sur- 
dulica formed the Committee for building a monument to brutally murdered 
Serbs (1915-1918). Also, the committee worked on the exhumation of the bodies 
of the Surdulica victims, as well as on providing funds for the construction of the 
Memorial Chapel with an ossuary in which their remains would be permanently 
buried. The first donation of 170 napoleons in gold for the construction of the 
monument was found in the suits of the killed Serbs during the exhumation. 
Soon, the citizens, the state and King Alexander I provided further support in 
contributions and subsidies for the construction of the Memorial Ossuary and the 
four-grade high school in honor of the murdered Serbs (Trajkovié, 1983, p. 161- 
163). The project of the Memorial Ossuary with the high school was designed by 
the architects Petar J. Popovic and Vasilije Androsov (Museum of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church, the Legacy of Petar J. Popovié, inv. No 7896). The works on 
its construction began on June 28, 1922 when Dr. Ivan Ribar, the president of the 
National Assembly of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes laid the foun- 
dation stone in the presence of a certain number of ministers and members of 
Parliament (Dojéinovic, 2011, p.44). 


The Unveiling of the Memorial Ossuary 


The long-term engagement of the Committee of the Surdulica Patriots in 
preserving the memory of the victims of the Bulgarian terror carried out against 
Serbs from the regions of Southern Serbia during World War I resulted in the 
construction and the ceremonial unveiling of the Memorial Ossuary and Memo- 
rial High School in Surdulica. The act of unveiling and consecrating this unique 
monument, held on August 24, 1924 was attended by King Alexander I, Queen 
Maria, Patriarch Dimitrije Pavlovic and the representatives of the highest state 
leadership. Also, the large number of families of the victims of Bulgarian crimes 
also attended the event. On that day, Surdulica was given its sacred place, which 
reminded the citizens of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia of the suffering of thou- 
sands of civilians because they belonged to Serbian people (Trajkovié, 1983, p. 
166). It was a sad ceremony which had a special importance for the Kingdom of 
SCS and about which the national and Bulgarian print media exhaustively re- 
ported. 

Furthermore, the first date set for the unveiling of the Memorial Chapel 
was Tuesday, August 19, 1924. Both the committee and the local authorities 
accelerated the preparations because the arrivals of the king, members of the 
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government, representatives of the National Assembly, numerous members of 
Parliament, the Patriarch, the Metropolitan Varnava, the Bishop Dositej of Ni§, 
rectors and professors of the University of Belgrade, members of the Interna- 
tional Committee for the Excavation of Bones in Surdulica, the army, members 
of the National Defense and other civic associations, as well as the families of 
the victims of Bulgarian crimes, such as the priest Dimitrije Mijajlovic with his 
son, Svetozar Nedeljkovic, a well-known shoemaker from Leskovac and Dorde 
Tasi¢, a teacher from Leskovac were expected. In addition, a special train from 
Belgrade was organized for the participants of the ceremony and the leading 
invitees were expected to arrive in Vladicin Han, on August 19, at 6 a.m. 
(Vreme, 9 August, 1924). Soon, the decision to unveil the Memorial Ossuary on 
August 19 was changed at the session of the government of the Kingdom of 
SCS. At the session on August 10, 1924, the government decided to postpone the 
sad ceremony in Surdulica for five days and hold it on Sunday, August 24 
(Pravda, 11 August, 1924). 

Just prior to the announced event, the daily newspaper Vreme printed a let- 
ter entitled: Ahead of the ceremonies in Surdulica, written by the professor Petar 
M. Ili¢, in which this educator, as a contemporary of the event, reminded the 
public of the Bulgarian crimes from the period of the Second Balkan War and 
the Great War (1915-1918), especially emphasizing Surdulica, JelaSnica and 
Arapova Dolina as places of the great suffering and “the disgraceful acts of Bul- 
garian leaders”. In a text sent to the editorial board of Vreme as a reaction to the 
reporting of the daily press in Sofia, Dr. Ili¢ expressed the view that despite of 
all atrocities of the occupiers, which were documented by Dr. Archibald Reiss, 
Dr. Jovan-Hadzi Vasiljevic, DragiSa Vasi¢ and Sreten Dinic, he still believed in 
the possibility of the reconciliation of Serbian and Bulgarian people. According 
to lic, such a situation was feasible by changing the nature and character of Bul- 
garian statesmen and politically educating people in the spirit of reconciliation 
and fraternal agreement (Vreme, 22 August, 1924). 

While the state leadership was making the last preparations for the journey 
to Surdulica, with this letter, the public was briefly reminded of the suffering of 
Serbs during the Bulgarian occupation of southeastern Serbia. On Saturday, Au- 
gust 23, King Alexander and Queen Maria were travelling from Mladenovac to 
Topola, and from Topola they continued their journey to Vladi¢in Han by the 
court train (Pravda, 23 August, 1924). On the same day, by the government’s 
decision, the Prime Minister Ljubomir Davidovic, the Chief of the Cabinet, Mr. 
Vlajic, the Minister of Defense and Navy, General Stevan Hadzic, Minister of 
Agriculture Franc Kulovec and the Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, 
Ljubomir Bakic¢ started their journey from Belgrade to Surdulica (Vreme, 23 
August, 1924; Pravda, 24 August 1924). 

On August 23, the day before the consecration of the Memorial Ossuary 
and high school, Surdulica was decorated with tricolors and black flags. A tri- 
umphal arch was made in the town, on which the names of gorges, pits and 
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thickets were written with golden letters, and where Bulgarian soldiers and Ko- 
mitas had brutally killed and buried Serbs during the war. Vrla Reka, Dubrava, 
Stojkova Suma, Duboka Dolina, Radi¢eva Bara, Kalifer, Vlaski Do are the 
places where many priests, teachers, peasants, women, children, old people and 
all those opposing the policy of Bulgarization lost their lives. Not far from the 
triumphal arch, the outlines of the chapel could be seen standing next to the 
building of the high school, which was completed in 1923. Although unconse- 
crated, the high school started working immediately after the construction works 
were completed and 140 students of all four grades were already attending 
classes. On the high school’s first floor there was a large ceremonial hall, and on 
its ground floor, a classroom decorated with the map of the Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes, and there was even a space for physical education; the 
chapel built next to the high school had a tiled floor under which one could di- 
rectly descend into the ossuary. It was a space intended for the burial of the 
found remains of Surdulica victims. Also, the construction of this memorial site 
cost nearly two million dinars; 800,000 dinars were donated by the state, 
100,000 dinars were donated by King Alexander I and the rest collected from the 
voluntary donations of citizens and families of the victims (Politika, 24 August, 
1924). 

Expecting the arrival of the king, the citizens of Surdulica built a triumphal 
gate on which: “Welcome our dear king, the sanctifier of the saints’ tombs” was 
written (Politika, 24 August, 1924). In addition to the state leadership and the 
political elite, Patriarch Dimitrije was also travelling to the south on August 23. 
After serving the Holy Liturgy in the Belgrade Cathedral on Saturday, accompa- 
nied by the high church dignitaries, he went to the ancient city of Peja, where his 
enthronement' was planned with the support of the state authorities. On that trip, 
Patriarch’s first place to visit was Surdulica, where he was expected to take part 
in the holy act of relocating the remains of the Surdulica victims from the tempo- 
rary to the newly built Memorial Ossuary and its consecration. In the announce- 
ment of the ceremony, the daily newspaper Vreme published the Biographies of 
the known victims of Bulgarian terror in Surdulica, which contained basic in- 
formation about them, and then stated that the Serbian people had almost no 
great commemorations like other nations whose history was not their enemy, but 
was rather marked by sad and tragic ceremonies like that of Surdulica (Vreme, 
24 August, 1924). 

Announcing the consecration of the Memorial object in Surdulica, on Au- 
gust 24, 1924 the daily Politika published an excerpt from the report on the Bul- 


' Mitropolitan of Belgrade and the Archbishop of Serbia, Dimitrije Pavlovic, was elected the Patriarch 
of the united Serbian Orthodox Church. Due to the time required for the reorganization of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church after the unification of the provincial church organizations into a single system, the 
enthronement of Patriarch Dimitrije took place in the Patriarchate of Peja, four years into the election. 
The Holy Synod of Bishops had a session on August 26-27, 1924 and the act of enthronement began 
with the festive worship service attended by King Alexander I (Pilipovi¢, 2020,p. 40-41). 
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garian crimes written by the professor of the University of Lausanne, Dr. Archi- 
bald Reiss and submitted on December 18, 1918. In the report, the Swiss crimi- 
nologist stated that he had personally and with the help of Bulgarian documents 
found out that between two and three thousand civilians from various parts of the 
occupied country were killed in Surdulica. According to his research, among the 
victims were people who were buried alive, stoned and covered with dirt in the 
pits. Moreover, the decisions about killings were made on the spot and were car- 
ried out immediately under the control of a special commission led by a Bulgar- 
ian army colonel, Stojan Jurkov. According to Reiss, severely ill people were 
killed, 70 people from Surdulica were interned, 200 young men were recruited 
for the Bulgarian army and anything of a greater value was taken from the civil- 
ian population. Serbian books and monuments were destroyed, the Serbian 
church was turned into a schismatic one and the Serbian population was forced 
to work without any wages and threatened with death (Politika, 24 August, 
1924). 

Having in mind such degree of the suffering, shown through the perspec- 
tive of a neutral expert, it is understandable that on August 24, 1924 the highest 
representatives of the spiritual and state authorities of a nation, the king and the 
Patriarch gathered in Surdulica. The citizens of Surdulica expected the arrival of 
the Patriarch at 8 a.m. and the arrival of the monarch two hours later. However, 
around seven o’clock, during the morning service in the church in Surdulica, 
Patriarch Dimitrije had arrived in the town. In front of the high school, he was 
welcomed by the principal of this educational institution, Ljuba Aleksi¢ and was 
shown the building. Then, the patriarch went to visit the church, located opposite 
the high school, where he was welcomed by the Archpriest of Surdulica, Srebrn 
Blagojevic. In the meantime, the streets of Surdulica were crowded with people 
who had come to town from all parts. Shortly after the arrival of the patriarch, 
the Prime Minister Ljuba Davidovic arrived, accompanied by the ministers 
(Politika, 25 August, 1924). 

Around 9:30 a.m., the royal couple arrived at the Vladi¢in Han railway sta- 
tion by the court train. The king’s escort on the train consisted of the court mar- 
shal, General Jevrem Damjanovi¢, the commander of the King’s Guard, General 
Petar Zivkovié and the court minister, Dragomir Jankovi¢. They were greeted at 
the station by the commander of the Third Army District, Bozidar Terzi¢ and the 
commander of the Morava Division, General Josif Kostic. Half an hour later, on 
the bridge near Vrla Reka, the Karadordevics were welcomed by the president of 
the municipality of Surdulica, Jakov Ivanovic, who offered them bread and salt, 
according to the old Serbian custom. In front of the second town gate, the mon- 
arch was welcomed by the Prime Minister, ministers, Members of Parliament 
from the area of Vranje: Zivojin Rafajlovi¢é, Toma Popovié, Vlajko Kocié, Sto- 
jan Kosti¢, Hrista Priki¢, Proka Stankovié and the Bosnian MP, Marko Dakovic. 
On behalf of the Chetniks, Kosta Pecanac and Ilya Trifunovi¢ greeted him, and 
on behalf of the Association of People with Disabilities, Captain Miéa Vojnovic. 


239 


Dejan Antic, Unveiling of the Memorial Ossuary in Surdulica in 1924 





Representatives of other associations and organizations were also present. As the 
procession moved towards the high school, led by the king, the gathered people 
greeted him, and the entire gathering was secured by the Belgrade police. Before 
they reached the memorial high school, the king and the queen visited the church 
of Surdulica. They were welcomed by the archpriest Blagojevic, and at the en- 
trance of the church the king was welcomed by Patriarch Dimitrije and Metro- 
politan Varnava Rosi¢. Also, an honorary troop of the King’s Guard was lined 
up in front of the church, while the cavalry squadron was on its left. The royal 
couple was greeted by the members of the Sokol movement, after which King 
Alexander and Queen Maria took a special place on a grandstand in front of the 
high school and the church dignitaries began the consecration of both the chapel 
and the high school (Politika, 25 August 1924; Vreme, 25 August 1924). At the 
entrance of the Memorial Chapel with the crypt that formed the right wing of the 
high school building, the words (with golden letters) were inscribed: “In 1924, in 
the name of the government of HRH King Alexander I and Patriarch Dimitrije, a 
monument is erected to brutally killed Serbs in Surdulica 1915-1918” (Pravda, 
25 August, 1924). 

After the consecration, the principal of the high school, Ljuba Aleksi¢, ad- 
dressed the audience, reminded them of the Bulgarian crimes (1915-1918) and 
explained how the citizens of Surdulica came up with the idea of building a me- 
morial chapel and a high school. According to Aleksi¢, when the excavations of 
the victims’ remains began, 40 napoleons were found in a coat of one of the 
killed and buried Serbs. Although the Bulgarians had the habit of searching and 
robbing all prisoners before killing them, they did not notice this money. There- 
fore, it was decided that it would be the first contribution to the construction of 
the monument (Politika, 25 August 1924). Continuing his address to people who 
gathered, Aleksi¢ concluded: “This, and for this region, a magnificent high 
school building and this modest, but beautiful chapel, whose consecration you 
have witnessed today, will not only be a shelter for the remains of the innocent 
Serbs brutally killed by the Bulgarians, but will also be an eternal witness of 
Bulgarian crimes. There, the youth will not only receive knowledge and faith, 
but will also be taught love for the king and the fatherland. The high school 
building and the Chapel will forever remain a visible sign of recognition and 
national gratitude to those innocent Serb martyrs. However, this monument will 
serve all our enemies, and especially the Bulgarians for the eternal memory. It 
will always tell you: you, Bulgarians brothers, may destroy and exterminate us, 
but in the end, we shall win” (Vreme, 25 August, 1924). 

After the address of the high school’s principal, the transfer of the remains 
of the Surdulica victims from the temporary chapel to the Memorial Ossuary 
took place. When the excavations were finished, the bones of the victims were 
preserved on a slope below the town itself, in a small village chapel with a 
wooden cross, located at the place where the Bulgarian crimes were committed 
(Duboka Dolina). During the transfer, they were placed in ten coffins and 
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brought in front of the town. The king and queen stood in front of the chapel, 
and the procession was moving from the entrance to Surdulica, across the main 
square towards the Memorial Ossuary. A cross was carried at the head of the 
procession, and next to it were two girls holding candles, whose parents had 
been murdered in the Bulgarian terror. Behind them, twelve wreaths were carried 
and the wreath of the royal family was made of the silver laurel leaves, with the 
inscription: “To our martyrs, Alexander and Maria” on its ribbon. Flags and li- 
turgical fans were carried, accompanied by the honorary troop of the First Infan- 
try Regiment and military music played a funeral march. The coffins were sur- 
rounded by the honorary artillery guards and were carried by the Members of 
Parliament and local people, while the victims’ families and people from South- 
ern Serbia followed them. When the procession arrived at the square, the Patri- 
arch and the priests started the memorial service. After the memorial service, the 
coffins of the victims were transferred to the Memorial Chapel. The principal of 
the primary school in Surdulica, Petar Risti¢, gave a speech over the victims’ 
coffins, after which the bones, skulls and “ashes of the killed Serbs” were placed 
in the Ossuary. The Patriarch tried to comfort the grieving families with words 
of hope and the reporter of Politika described these moments as utterly upsetting, 
in which the Christian reasoning was almost impossible (Politika, 25 August, 
1924; Vreme 25 August, 1924). 

After the ceremony, the king headed for the high school, where a lunch 
was organized for the guests and victims’ families who attended the unveiling of 
the Memorial Ossuary. At the lunch table, the royal couple was sitting in the 
central part, the Patriarch on their right and the Prime Minister Davidovi¢ on 
their left. According to the protocol, during the toast, the monarch addressed the 
guests, saying that he had a strong desire to be present in Surdulica on August 24 
in order to pay homage to the victims and personally thank the citizens for the 
construction of the Memorial Ossuary and the High School. “The children who 
receive knowledge in this school will have something to learn. There is no 
school across our country that will give generations who pass through it, a more 
significant lesson of love for their nation. That is why I would like all children, 
from all parts, to come to this school, this unusual house whose foundation was 
laid on the bones. When he grows up, my son will also follow this example and 
will learn this classic lesson’, added the king in his address to the guests and told 
them to stay united in defending the great interests of the Slovenian south, so 
that the suffering of the victims would not be in vain. Coming from all southern 
parts of the Serbian country, the gathered mass was waiting for the king in front 
of the high school. After lunch, the royal couple spent time in the courtyard of 
the high school, talking to people, and then, accompanied by high-rank officers 
went to a short visit to a sanatortum (Politika 25 August 1924; Vreme, 25 Au- 
gust, 1924; Pravda, 25 August, 1924). 

In the afternoon, the crowd began to disperse and the Patriarch left Surdu- 
lica and traveled to Skopje by train, his next stop on the way to Peja. He arrived 
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to the former capital of Emperor DuSan at 9 p.m. Unlike the Patriarch, the royal 
couple paid a short visit to Vranje. In Vranje, the king visited the barracks and 
the queen visited the American mission, from where they continued their journey 
to Skopje by a special train, accompanied by the Prime Minister and the Deputy 
Speaker of the National Assembly and arrived in the evening hours (Politika, 25 
August 1924; Vreme, 25 August, 1924; Pravda, 25 August, 1924). 

The events in Surdulica on August 24, 1924 were not reported only by the 
Serbian print media, but also by the Bulgarian print media. Media close to the 
right-wing, for example the daily Mir, did not deny the crimes committed in 
Surdulica during the World War I, but attributed them to the “crazy and ruthless” 
people who caused damage to the Bulgarian people. The editorial office of Mir 
accused the Serbian state leadership of maximally exploiting the suffering in 
Surdulica in order to discredit the position of Sofia in the eyes of the interna- 
tional public. King Alexander’s words during the unveiling of the Memorial 
Ossuary had been interpreted as tactical by Mir, while the unofficial statements 
of Patriarch Dimitrije were characterized as “stepping out of the shepherd 
framework” and insulting the Bulgarian people (Mir, 27 August, 1924). On the 
other hand, the newspaper Praporec reported on the reaction of the former Bul- 
garian diplomat, Kosta Todorov” regarding the commemoration in Surdulica. On 
behalf of all Bulgarian farmers and honorable Bulgarians, Todorov joined the 
mourning for the Serbs who were killed in Surdulica. Also, Todorov emphasized 
that Bulgarian people were not the executors of the crimes in Surdulica, but the 
victims of those who involved them in the war and sent their sons to die for 
German agents and the German emperor. According to him, the same people 
who committed crimes in Surdulica had also committed crimes against 18,000 
Bulgarians who died in the coup in June 1923 (Praporec, 29 August, 1924). In 
the name of the Bulgarian emigration in Serbia, Todorov expressed the belief 
that the remains of the Surdulica victims would not be a monument of animosity 
towards Bulgarian people, but a note that both the Serbian and Bulgarian people 
have the same enemies who are in power again in Sofia (Politika, 24 August, 
1924). 


Conclusion 


Surdulica is one of the largest execution sites of Serbian people in South- 
ern Serbia in the Great War (1915-1918) and the place where thousands of civil- 


> Kosta Todorov (Moscow, 1899 — 1947, Paris) was a Bulgarian politician and diplomat. During the 
rule of the Bulgarian Agrarian National Union (BANU) he performed the function of the Secretary of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bulgaria. He was very close to Aleksandar Stam- 
boliyski. After the coup on June 9, 1923, BANU lost power and Stamboliyski was killed by the mem- 
bers of the IMRO. Members and supporters of the BANU were killed, arrested or expelled from the 
country. Kosta Todorov, who was among the Bulgarian migrants at the time, began cooperating with 
the Belgrade authorities in the fight against the IMRO (Milenkovic¢, 2018, p. 29-54) 
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ians were brutally killed during the Bulgarian occupation. After the liberation of 
the country, the citizens of this town launched an initiative to construct the Me- 
morial Ossuary and the high school in honor of the victims. The works on the 
construction of the objects began on June 28, 1922 and were completed two 
years later. The unveiling and consecration of the Memorial Ossuary with the 
High School was held on August 24, 1924. If we take into consideration the de- 
gree of the national sacrifice, we can state with certainty that it was an event of a 
special historical importance for the Serbian people and the newly formed King- 
dom of Yugoslavia, which was recognized by the state elite at the time. 

The act of the consecration of the memorial chapel and the transfer of the 
remains of the Surdulica victims was performed in the presence of the king, the 
highest representatives of the military and civilian authorities, leaders of the Ser- 
bian Orthodox Church, many important local and social factors and people. On 
that day, the town under Cemernik and Vardenik received a sanctuary and a 
unique monument of national suffering and resistance to the terror of the occu- 
pier. Although greater part of the written and material evidence of this day, as 
well as the Memorial Chapel itself, had been destroyed by the Bulgarian occu- 
pier during the Second World War, newspaper articles remained to remind us of 
the sad and upsetting Surdulica ceremony. Thanks to the analysis of the reports 
of the highest selling daily newspapers in Belgrade and Sofia of that time, 
Politika, Vreme, Pravda, Mir and Praporec, we express hope that we have at 
least partially reconstructed the picture of the unveiling of the Memorial Ossuary 
and the events in Surdulica that took place on August 24, 1924. 
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